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1. Julian Fellowes. “Episode One.” Downton Abbey. Dir. Brian Percival. 26 September 2010. 

Television. 

April 1912: It is revealed that the Duke once had a romantic relationship with Thomas, the 

footman. 

2. Julian Fellowes. “Episode Three.” Downton Abbey. Dir. Ben Bolt. 10 October 2010. Television. 

March 1913: To her surprise, Mary is instantly attracted to Kemal Pamuk, an attaché at the 

Turkish Embassy, and the feeling is reciprocated. When Thomas makes an ill-judged pass at 

Pamuk, Pamuk forces him to take him to Mary’s room later that night. 

3. Julian Fellowes. “Episode Two.” Downton Abbey. Dir. Ashley Pearce. 25 September 2011. 

Television. 

April 1917: Thomas returns from the war and begins work in the local hospital. Thomas becomes 

attached to patient Edward Courtenay, who is suffering from blindness. Thomas is left 

devastated when Edward dies by suicide. 

4. Julian Fellowes. “Episode Seven.” Downton Abbey. Dir. David Evans. 28 October 2012. 

Television. 

July 1920: After being misleadingly encouraged by O'Brien, Thomas makes a midnight visit to 

Jimmy's room and kisses him as he sleeps—just as Alfred enters the room. Jimmy is outraged 

and disgusted. So is Alfred. 

5. Julian Fellowes. “Episode Eight.” Downton Abbey. Dir. David Evans. 4 November 2012. 

Television. 

Before 11 August 1920: Downton Abbey's annual cricket match with the village takes place. 

Alfred complains about Thomas to the police. When officers arrive to see him, Lord Grantham 

persuades the police that it was all a misunderstanding. 

6. Julian Fellowes. “A Journey to the Highlands.” Downton Abbey. Dir. Andy Goddard. 25 December 

2012. Television. 

August 1921: At the country fair, Jimmy is nearly robbed after winning money from betting on 

the tug of war, but is saved by Thomas, who was following him and is robbed and beaten in his 

place. They later agree just to be friends. 

7. Julian Fellowes. “Episode Two.” Downton Abbey. Dir. Catherine Morshead. 28 September 2014. 

Television. 

April 1924: Jimmy is fired for going to bed with a Lady houseguest. Jimmy tells Thomas that he 

has been a good friend, and that he is sorry he put him through so much. 
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8. Julian Fellowes. “Episode Six.” Downton Abbey. Dir. Philip John. 26 October 2014. Television. 

1924: Baxter takes Thomas to Dr Clarkson, and he admits he was attempting to "cure" his 

homosexuality. 

9. Julian Fellowes. “Episode Eight.” Downton Abbey. Dir. David Evans. 21 February 2016. Television. 

Between 22 July - 29 August, 1925: Thomas attempts to take his own life. 

10. Engler, Michael. Downton Abbey. Focus Features, 2019. 

1927: The film is the continued story of the Crawley family, wealthy owners of a large estate in 

the English countryside in the early 20th century. The film is set in 1927, when King George V 

and Queen Mary visit Downton Abbey, causing quite a stir of uneasiness and tension among the 

Crawleys and Servants alike. 
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Timeline, contemporaneous with the show 
 

 

 

 
*Rob James-Collier was 34 (not 16) when Downton premiered. Gives you some additional perspective 

on his morose dickishness. 
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Timeline, well before the show… 

The state of British sexual politics with regard to homosexuality 
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Developments in Sexological discourse developments in Europe’s academic circles 
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Timeline, the 50-some years after the show. 
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E. M Forster’s Maurice 
 

 

 


